you who are new to this newsletter that for one more year (through the end of 2010) my time is spent working w
Renovatus church as | prepare to plant its second daughter church in downtown Vancouver in 2011. Concernin
future church plant in dwntown Vancouvdrdo not know a better way to say this than to simply say that the churc
we will be planting is a church for people who will not walk into a church. Most churches are trying to reach out |
who will respond to an invitationh€ invitation may be to a worship gathering, to a Bible study, or to a churchugve
whatever the invitation the assumptions thatat some point they will respan@ften these people have some
background with the church, maybe they went to church with their grandparardkilgl or maybe they were a part of
youth group in high school. But the people that we believe we are sent to are those who will not respond to an ii
who have ngositivecontext or experience with church in their past] who are very far from faitWe are tempted to
try to fashion a better looking worship gathering that might appeal to them or to design a better program to reac
but the reality is that the people God is sending us to have rejected the whole premise that these evetiesdalll ac
into. No amountof creative planning, reshaping, or style changes will reach people whwerdjewy yode reshaping!
Not only do we have a heart for these people tt
have fallen through the cracks in our church
circles but we also do not seem to be able to st
away from them! In the last two years God has
taken our family on a journey wbhesverywhere
we turn we are surrounded by new friends and
relationships with these people. Downtown
Vancouver is filled with them. Our current smal
group is filled with
our newsletter then you have read some of the:
p e o pWorldand stories.

The nature of connecting with these people is t
growth will be measured differently. Measurabl
success will come more slowly. And
communicating the gospel through community
will be key. Will you please pray about whether
you are déed to do this ministry with us? If you
are notable or willingo reach these people
yourseliwill you pray about supporting us to do
this work?
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—Finding Yourself in the Beatitudes—
| was blessed to be able to speak at a youth group retreat
in Bellingham, WA at the beginning of November. Much
like the fledgling youth group at Renovatus the mix of kids
was young, raw, and have very messy stories. In the midst
of four teaching times where we talked about how God’s
story intertwines with our story we did an activity where
we interacted with the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-10). First
we had the teens anonymously write down aspects of
their stories that were “broken”; next we split up into
groups where the kids created their own Beatitudes. The
challenge was to address the brokenness with a holy
creativity, imagining what God could do to create blessing
out of the brokenness in our lives. Here are some of what
God spoke through them:
Blessed are those who are speechless for they will
given a voice.
Blessed are those whose families are in conflict for tl
will crave healthy relationships and seek to help othe
Blessed are those who feel overviined and hopeless
for they will find peace and refreshment.
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YouthMi ni stryé

It all started when we hired my sistan-law last summer to work with the
Renovatus youth. They began by gathering every week for games and activities.
was a very |l oose gathering but it cr
work transitioned intoJared and Laura King working with the youth group for the
last year. During this time the youth group has continued to grow as kids idvite
friends, the teens have become more involved in our Sunday gatherings, and the
have been significant moments ofigfual growth. Rather than spending time telling
you more about the youth groupJjpe ase take a moment t
newsletter because it will be well worth your whiléttp://tinyurl.com/ydkgpla

Additionally be praying because in December Jared and Laura will bengadui

Memphis, TN to get some continued education. At Renovatus we are praying -
fervently for God to raise someone up to continue the work with our teens. If we .
to look around us and ask where we can see God working it is undeniably clear 1
he has ben doing amazing things in our youth group!
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{Needed Partnership

We have been blessed to be able to fundraise for our salary these last two years. No, that was not ¢
we truly have found great blessing in seeking and finding people who desire to partner with us in thi
ministry. It is nearing the end of 2009 and ths it is time for you to begin praying and thinking about
how you can partner with us in 2010. We seek a modest salary of $1300 a month in order to keep n
working 25 hours a week with Renovatus. By partnering with us you are not only supporting our
work with the Renovatus church (now in its fourth year of existence!) but you are supporting our
growth and preparation toward Renovatus®6 dau
Vancouver starting in 2011.

We are inviting yo ink creatively abotihow you can partne
without one mocha ou Would be able to s
home one more Sunday a monthyou woutlld be able to sup
or attic full of stuff? Se drée or TV on'e d make

-~

atisticall

Christians give only 3% 8 ome aw 0 if we hatl only 1 ople'wha > willingitbe off
their income awn ndra would be
Partnering with us fi ially has never bee ier! [ '

it out, g through

p ed destination.
eno

can set up autom onations Qerdsrtt .
the simple signup pro k for my e‘oB*your

-
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On Halloween night Renovatus hosted its fifth an
neighborhood Halloween fiartyy year we are able
partner with Mill Plain Elementary in hosting a par
students and neighborhood. We include a reptile
where kids are able to nakks, lizards, and tortoise
have games where kids win prizes, tables where Ki
candy, we give away a couple of bikes, kids get tl
painted, fake tattoos are agpidedost importantiye
stay warm, dry, and safe!

Surprisingly ov&lf the students at Mill Plain Elemé
are below the poverty line and at Renovatus we 9
of our role as people belonging to the Kingdom of
_ I bpp qebpb c~jfifbp t

we throw the Halloweery ptrat we have done pare
classes, arat we volunteer at the school.

fd, yes, we did dress my beautiful daughter al;.lx
Einsteimka) vbp) ge”qg fp|'e
real mustache.

Funding for the upcoming year

T
1 More opportunitiesto connect at Mill
Plain Elementary

Renovatus youth Group

-Next Steps-

Email: ryan@renovatus.com
Call: 360.991.4555
Read: www.downtown.renovatus.com

Join: Our Facebook Group: “Matthew 5:3 Community-Woods’ Journey in Church Planting”
Send: PO Box 873575 Vancouver, WA 98687

Support: Checks can be written to Renovatus Church of Christ and specially noted for Ryan Woods

Online Donation—Online payments can be made through Kairos Church Planting both as one-time gifts and as scheduled monthly
withdraws at http://tinyurl.com/nsfye3
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