Those of you older than | please correct me if | am wrong, but | am fairly certain that every summer goes S\y;faan
would prefer or than | intended! How in the world does it go by so fast? So not surprisingly, here in Vancouver the rain has
officially started up again and the summer is behind us. It’s time for rain, pumpkins, shoes that are not sandals, and for the

heaters to be turned on again.
In this month’s newsletter you’ll be able to catch up on my new schooling opportunity, a preface to our fundraising activities
and you’ll be able to hear from two voices in our community. Please pass this newsletter on to anyone who might be
interested and please take a moment to pray for us. Peace to your house.

As a board member for the Vancouver chapter of Birthright International, | have been
blessed recently to be able to dialog with some of the volunteers regarding their
sacrificial work of listening to women in crisis. One volunteer, Judy was willing to share a
story of what Birthright is all about!

A young 18 year old college student, with a job and living at home, came in for a
pregnancy test. Her boyfriend of 2 years is stationed in Seattle. When she saw
the positive results, she began to shake and cry. She grabbed me and hugged
me hard. She told me how afraid she was to tell her Mom and Step-Dad. |
reassured her we, at Birthright would be there for her. | advised her to call if she
needed housing or anything else. Also, | suggested she get a Doctor’s
appointment promptly. The following week | phoned her to see how things were
going. Her response surprised me! She had told her parents, and they were
shocked, but supportive. Her Mom even wanted to attend her first Doctor visit
with her. She was thrilled because she heard the baby’s heart beat during the
ultrasound.

Birthright cares for every
woman and does not pass
Judgment on the quality of
life or circumstances of a
pregnancy. It does not dwell

One month went by and | phoned again. She was so excited (and surprised) to
on the past. Birthright

hear from me. She wanted to know if she could come to see me and show me

instead asks, "How can we
help?" No matter how
difficult a situation may

her ultrasound pictures. She and a friend arrived shortly. She again grabbed me
and hugged me. When her employer learned of her pregnancy, she lost her job.
| sent her to Maternity Support Services for additional support. | will continue to

seem, Birthright helps each follow-up with her throughout her pregnancy. | know she will be an excellent

Mother.

woman plan constructively

for her future.

—Judy

If you would like to be on Birthright’s mailing list or if you would like to volunteer your
time please contact me (contact info on page 3) and | will setup a time to tour the
Birthright house, get you on the mailing list, and connect you with this great ministry!
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’ School Update

Many of you may be aware because you follow me on twit
(@ ybeewoods) or because we
end ofAugust | am officially a college student again! It was a st
and | ast minute decision to

degree in missional leadership, but the opportunity seemed f

valuable to pass up. Without giving too many detailsa twe year | everywhere he goes. It's hard to explain, but Dwayne’s
program that i s focused spe imagination is such that every grand idea he has (and he has

many) is somehow connected to cultivating a community

space in the neighborhood. This will be the first installment

Dwayne is a guy | met at the coffee shop that has informally
become my office. He is a musician, server, former barista,
and dad. | asked him to write about community space for my
newsletter because he is a guy who creates community

context (for me: Renovatus). Every single project is conneated
online colort that is going through the education process toget
and my ministry at Renovatus. We are being taughplnyotch

scholars and practitioners in a wide variety of ministry fields. ~ | “As we grew prosperous, we lost trust in one another. As we

cohort group that | am a part of is also exceptional! | in | found diversity, we lost our sense of community. And as we
community with youth mirsiters, preachers, missiona gained freedom to do as we wished, we lost some of the very
church planters, women, men, new Christians, a n

of denominations, and multiple ethnicities.
My choice to go back to school is in direct response to m
to plant the healthiest church possible in downtown Vanco
My schooling will be completed in early 201} right as
| transitionmy work away fromeRovatys
and focus solebn planting a newhur

from Dwayne as he writes multiple pieces for our newsletters.

foundation upon which that freedom was founded: love of one
another”. — Frank Kaiser

My grandma had some of the best parties, without even

knowing it. She had friends and family from around town

stopping by all the time. The house was in Abbeville, South
Carolina two blocks from town square, just across the street
from Secession Hill, where President Jefferson Davis decided
to begin the Civil War in 1861 and five years later in that same
house, he surrendered. My grandma’s house was built
shortly after the Civil War and bore a trait that has nearly
\ #) disappeared from modern American architecture; a front

A porch. The house had an enormous porch with a huge swing
that faced the street. Her porch meant a lot of things to a lot of people. The kids loved it because of the swing and the big box of toys.
My Grandma Nell would gather everyone together to shuck corn, while Grandpa Jack liked to just relax on the swing and enjoy a warm
summer evening. People from the neighborhood used it as a destination for good conversation. Even the mailman thought it was a
good place to “take a load off” for a minute. It was an important community space for family and friends from all walks of life. In the late
80’s, there was a small fire in one of the upstairs bedrooms that did minor damage, but brought on big change. The fire, combined with
the fact that my grandmother was growing tired of living in such a large house with many stairs, made it desirable to sell the house. The
city bought the house and immediately demolished it, to build a parking lot. It sounds cliché and | lay no blame, but that’s what
happened.

Most housing developers after the 1950’s catered to a demand for privacy, with fenced in backyards and private side
door’s, accessible from the garage. The front porch was traded for a back deck and the front door became a place to hang a Christmas
reef each year; not for daily use. The invention of air conditioning, combined with the increasing popularity of television and computers
have also played a large roll in secluding us from the community. Although, the argument can be made that there are many places
people gather, such as sports events, concerts, city parks, churches, farmer’s markets, festivals, etc., none can offer the neutrality of a
front porch gathering. The front porch exposed the heart of people and brought out the real sense of community. It was a microcosm of
daily life that kept the lines of communication strong amongst different people in a small area, a comfortable place for all shades of
color, politics and religion to gather. It was a place that reminded folks to slow down and talk to each other.
As traditional ideas of community space dissolve into history and as the average American retreats into the house for

comfort, our love for one another suffers. Creating community space does not have to be complicated, time consuming or expensive; it
exists inside of us. My Grandma’s front porch was simply a vehicle for exchanging heartfelt conversations, not an essential in creating
community. Community is defined as “a group of interacting people living in a common location”, there are no requirements for a
specific place. Be a willing participant in your surroundings. Be the community. Our privacy is important, but our community is more
important.

If you would like to listen to Dwayne’s music check out his band’s website at: http://lincolnsbeard.com/
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{Financial Report}
Thank you, thank you, thank youall of you who sacrificed to keep Jessica and | workin
with Renovatus and working toward planting a church! Because of your generous dor
were able to have our intended $1300 a month paycheck throughout all of 2009. It is
that time agaiwhen we will be fund raising for 2010 and we would like to ask you now
praying about your familyds opportunit
consist of us learning what it means to phase ourselves out of our ministry assKbyova
2011 we should be officially done working with Renovatus and will solely be working i
downtown Vancouver), growing our team for planting a church, finding a new embedc
church planter to replace us at Renovatus, continued schooling, and aditthe¢hairGod
throws our way (small gius, leadership training, etc.)

| know that money is scarce #sarymostof you, and | know that neprofits all over are
hurting from lack of funds. But | believe strongly that this is a work that is making a dit
and that there are some of you whom the Holy Spirit is nudgmgwith us By supporting
this ministry you are supporting the work of a guinea pig. No, that was not a typo. The
program | am a part of is a brand new way of doing graduaenadrkm part of its first

classRenovatus was the ficsturch plant from Kairos Church PlantBypport andhas
therefore made the brunt of the mistakes, the

kind of fund raising that Jessica and | have dc
IS grassroots and unique, and the type of chu
that we seek to start is dint and outside the

Prayer Space
1 Our Coming Fundraisin
1 Volunteers for

Birthright box. So in supporting us you are supporting
1 Dividing time betven exploration into new ways of thinking, new we

school Renovatus of doing ministry, newaysof reaching people,

family, and work at and in reality a commitment to reaching a nev

Outback Steakhouse kind of peoplePlease thinkardabout your
¢ commitmet for 2010We are excited about
joining in deeper partnership with you!

-Next Steps

Emait ryan@renovatus.com
Call:360.991.4555
Read:www.downtown.renovatus.com

Join Our Facebook Group: “Matthew 5:3 Community-Woods’ Journey in Church Planting”

Send:PO Box 873575 Vancouver, WA 98687

Support Checks can be written to Renovatus Church of Christ and specially noted for Ryan Woods—I apologize that currently our
online donation page is down.

Resourcehttp://rcmirc.ning.com/— This is the public and open discussion connected to my school experience. Please join in the
dialog!
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